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CATTLE FARMS IMPROVE THE BREEDING LEVEL OF THEIR CATTLE WITH EMBRYO TRANSFER
Finnish cattle owners in North Savo have been goal-directed and determined in development of their cow population. The work continues in the project ”HAKA – top breeding animals from North Savo” focusing on the improvement of cow population through embryo transfer.

Production of embryos from top-class animals! 

HAKA ring farms choose top-class animals; only bull dams or their daughters will be flushed. Selection criteria are high; they require indices, conformation and production. 

	Indikator
	Haka – animals 2002
	Haka – animals 2003
	Bull dams 2002
	Bull dams 2003 

	 
	Ay
	Fr
	Ay
	Fr
	Ay
	Fr
	Ay
	Fr

	Milk–kg
	11 267
	12 240
	10 894
	11 630
	10 088
	10 803
	*
	*

	Fat %
	4,2
	3,7
	4,3
	3,8
	4,22
	3,77
	*
	*

	Protein %
	3,3
	3,3
	3,4
	3,4
	3,38
	3,32
	*
	*

	Breeding value
	28
	32
	30
	32
	27
	31
	25
	28

	Udder conformation
	110
	109
	114
	110
	
	
	111
	108

	Number of items
	32
	26
	47
	25
	266
	196
	653
	271


Participants are sellers and/or buyers of embryos 

In the HAKA project acquisition of embryos is based on the so called production rings. These centralised rings are formed by dairy farms of high breeding level, which produce embryos for sale. For the moment there are 12 production rings in operation in North Savo, involving over 110 farms. The farms belonging to the production rings have the opportunity to buy fresh embryos and embryos exceeding the need of those farms will be marketed within the recipient network. Contracted flushes can also be made by separate agreement when necessary. The number of embryos in all flushes is nearly 1800 embryos at the moment. The average number of transferabel embryos has been 7,4 per flushing. The average breeding value of the flushed animals was +31. 

[image: image2.wmf] 

 


NASTA PIMU 1190679 AAA 
The recipient herds around the rings can make reservations of embryos to be flushed and that way improve their own herd to the required direction. Each farm of both donor and recipient herds will by itself pay for embryo transfers. Flushes will be made either by agreement with FABA or at the expense of the farm concerned. 

The HAKA project organises training for both those beginning with embryo transfers and those already more experienced with them. In training the participants will familiarise themselves with the basics of embryo transfer and profitability of breeding as well as with animal exhibition activities. 

In the project special emphasis is placed on marketing. Embryo buyers have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the origin of embryos to be sold before acquisition of embryos. Dams of embryos can also be examined in photos or videos. The marketing brochures and video will be directed both to national and international markets. In Finland’s first embryo auction was in the Finnish Rural Exhibition FARMARI 2001 in Kuopio, all embryos sold by auction originated from the production ring herds of the HAKA project.

The project ”HAKA – top breeding animals from North Savo” of Maito-Savo has as its objectives: 

· To strengthen a well-functioning network of donor and recipient herds in North Savo 

· To stabilize flushing and transfer of embryos as a part of breeding work 

· To market breeding animals also to international markets by using animals presented in the exhibitions and through photos 

· To prepare animals for presentations and photographing  

· To render milk production more efficient and to increase sales breeding animals  

· To develop professional skills of embryo transfer veterinarians and inseminators

The HAKA project forms a part of the project entity of North Savo Centre of Milk Expertise Maito-Savo, and it is realised by the ProAgria Finnish Animal Breeding Association FABA with its member associations. Other cooperation parties comprise the Embryocenter Ltd (Alkiokeskus Oy), the North Savo cattle club as well as the region’s agricultural education institutions.  

The HAKA project is a development project partially funded by the EU. In addition to EAGGF (European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund), also Finnish municipalities, participating farmers, FABA and its member associations and North Savo cattle club participate in financing of the project. The project’s budget totals approximately 0,52 million EUR. The project will be realised in the period between February 2004 and the end of the year 2005. 
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For further information, please contact the 
project leader Anita Hyvönen or Maito-Savo.


Maito-Savo/Aluekehityssäätiö


Alamäentie 6A, FIN-74300 SONKAJÄRVI


tel. +358 (0)17 760 7700 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:maito-savo@aluekehityssaatio.fi" ��maito-savo@aluekehityssaatio.fi�


www.aluekehityssaatio.fi








ProAgria Finnish Animal Breeding Association FABA 


Breeding Advisor Anita Hyvönen


Lippuniemenkatu 6, FIN-74130 IISALMI
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